Today, it is almost generally accepted that the most effective approach to the delinquency problem is that of prevention. If the child can be reached before he has become fixed in a delinquent way of life, the chances of keeping him within the bounds of socialized living are much better. Many agencies have expended considerable time, money and effort along these lines. For them, the advantages of methods aiding in the early detection of potential delinquents need hardly be mentioned.
This paper describes an investigation using psychological testing techniques which has tried to explore the nature of predelinquency in terms of the parent-child relationship.' It deals with a group of boys who have given definite evidence that they are becoming delinquent. They were selected for study because they had already become known to the police authorities for unlawful activity. Their offenses, however, were not so serious as to necessitate being taken into court.
Since parent-child relationships can be looked at in many ways, this investigation has primarily focused on one phase, namely: the relationship between boys' perception of parental attitudes and the boys' predelinquency. 2 This over-all objective has been more specifically accomplished by determining whether statistically significant differences, if any, existed between a group of predelinquent boys and a control group of non-predelinquents with respect to: (1) their expressed attitudes I This article is based upon the author's doctoral dissertation, A Study of the Relationship between Boys' Perception of Parental Attitudes and their Predelinquency, School of Education, New York University, 1956. 2 Predelinquent has been here defined as a child between 7 and 16 years of age who has committed two or more trivial offenses such as disorderly behavior, beating subway fares, etc. or one or more offenses of a more serious nature as assault, larceny, malicious mischief, etc. which have brought him to police attention but did not require arrest.
regarding mothers, fathers and parents in general; (2) their underlying attitudes regarding mothers and fathers; and (3) the discrepancy between their expressed and underlying attitudes regarding mothers and fathers.
The three types of attitude particularly singled out for investigation are those of a dominating, possessive and ignoring character. These attitudes have been defined, after Shoben, in the following manner: 3 "Dominating" is a tendency on the part of the parent to put the child in a subordinate role, to take him into account quite fully, but always as one who should conform to parental wishes under penalty of severe punishment. "Possessive" is the tendency on the part of the parent to "baby" the child, to emphasize unduly the affectional bond between parent and child, to value highly the child's dependence on the parent, and to restrict the child's activities to those which can be carried on in the family group. "Ignoring" is the tendency on the part of the parent to disregard the child as an individual member of the family, to regard the "good" child as the one who demands the least parental time, and to disclaim responsibility for the child's behavior.
RELATED LITERATURE
The value of approaching the problem of delinquency via the route of parent-child relationships has been pointed up by many authorities, with increasing interest of late. PROF. E. J. SHOBEN JR. describes how he constructed a scale to objectively determine parental attitudes toward children after combing the literature for items differentiating problem children from non-problem children.
THEORETICAL
Although he tended to minimize parental attitudes in stressing that the individual failed in life because he could not adapt his instinctual drives to society's demands, Freud was quite cognizant of them. He spoke of the neuropathic parents who "often awaken in the child a disposition for neurotic disease. ' 4 Fliigel observed that parents who are restricting or too lax in exercising control over their children frequently find them growing up in revolt against themselves and all adult authority. 5 Selling emphasized the relationship between delinquency and hatred of an abusive father. would not be damaged if frustrated during the early stages if the mother had a basically loving attitude toward him. If the child has not experienced too much hostility and hence retains his self-respect and self-confidence, he will not have to resort to an escape from "aloneness and powerlessness".
For Sullivan, the process of acculturation or socialization is synonymous with becoming a human being. The child learns from the very beginning through empathy with the attitudes of significant persons: the mother and her surrogate especially. A chronically hostile mother induces in her child an intense and more or less chronic anxiety. In addition, he will not receive tenderness: "a deprivation which will have fateful consequences for his future well-being and happiness". 2 The child acquires a respecting, loving attitude toward himself, if the significant people in his life express a loving, respectful attitude toward him.
If they are derogatory and hateful, then he will acquire a derogatory and hateful attitude toward himself. Throughout life, save perhaps for the intervention of extraordinary circumstances and allowing for some modification through later experiences, he will carry the attitudes toward himself he learned early in life around with him just as surely as he will carry his own skin.13
If he is chronically rebuffed by his parents in his quest for tenderness, a child may undergo, what Sullivan terms, "a malevolent transformation" of personality. 14 been rejected by their mothers. 15 The latter reported aggressive children to have over-protective or rejecting mothers. 6 In neither study were definitions clearly stated, nor were fathers investigated.
About thirteen years later, also at Smith College, Stein, who examined case records qualitatively, discerned two types of parental rejection: overt and subtle. 7 Whereas the over-inhibited child had been subtly rejected, the unsocialized-aggressive child had been completely and openly rejected. She offered no statistical data to back her conclusions; in fact, none having been previously found for the same population by Horwitz."
Newell reported two studies (1934 and 1936) of maternal rejection based upon the analysis of case histories and psychiatric examinations. 19 ' 20 He found that rejected children showed aggressive behavior. In only his second study was a control group used, and this as well as his statistical criterion for significance in differences seems to have been less than adequate.
Symonds found more delinquent trends occurring among rejected children than accepted children.
"
His definition of rejection was not sufficiently sharp to distinguish between the neglectful and punitive, or the overt and covert forms. In a second study, Symonds found that dominating parents had submissive, dependent, shy children; submissive parents had aggressive offspring.u Fitz-Simons, by rating case histories, concluded that the greatest number of behavior problems 1" M. FIGGE After evaluating ratings of clinical cases, Wolberg described two types of rejection: hostile and neglectful. 6 Parental neglect produced aggression against the school or the police. Domineering, hostile parents had children whose aggressiveness was used to evade parental control and who were also occasionally submissive.
Aichorn regarded dissocial behavior as the result of an unsatisfied need for tenderness and love in childhood. An open reaction of hatred, manifested as insubordination, was induced by too little love and by repudiation of the child by parents? Healy and Bronner found a sizable number of delinquents suffered from feelings of rejection.28 More recently, the Gluecks, in a large scale study, reported delinquents' mothers and fathers indifferent, openly hostile and rejecting, with the father more hostile than the mother. Nondelinquents' mothers and fathers were more affectionate toward their sons.
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Both conscious and unconscious rejection by parents of seriously delinquent boys were observed by Redl and Wineman."° These boys had been treated with open brutality, cruelty and neglect. Also, in a study of delinquents, Bowlby found affectionless children to be more anti-social than others. 3 '3M. J. FiTz-Sr1oNs, SoME PARENT-CHILD RELA-TIONSHIPS AS SHOWN In recent years, objective testing methods have become increasingly utilized. In a study of junior high school students, Anderson, by psychological tests, discovered that parents who were high in dominance and low in affection had aggressive and rebellious children. 32 Wittman and Huffman reported that delinquents, on a rating scale, judged their parents to be rejecting." Using Shoben's eighty-five item inventory, the University of Southern California Attitude Survey, Claiborne compared the expressed attitudes of the mothers of fifty delinquent boys with those of the mothers of fifty non-delinquent boys. He found that the former group of mothers were more dominating and ignoring than the latter. No difference was seen with regard to possessive attitudes toward children.
Rush studied a group of male, Negro, junior high school pupils who came from broken homes. 3 5 He tried to find the relationship between mothers' expressed attitudes toward sons (with the Shoben scale), and that of sons toward mothers (with a fifty item Child-Parent Relationship Scale essentially similar to the one used in the present investigation); the relationship between sons' attitudes toward mothers (in addition to the dominating, possessive and ignoring variables on the C-P.R.S., he rated the boys' submissive, withdrawn and aggressive reactions toward the mother on the Thematic Apperception Test) and their behavior in the school situation measured by the HaggertyOlson-Wickman Behavior Rating Scale; and last, the relationship between the kinds of maternal attitudes and the sons' behavior in the school situation. Rush concluded that: It can be seen from the various studies which have been discussed above that they have differed in many ways in the approach to an understanding of the nature of parent-child relationships. They have differed with respect to objectives, definitions, delimitations, populations and methods. Understandably, their results have differed somewhat. In no case has the primary concern been with a predelinquent group of and by itself. Furthermore, none of the studies cited has attempted to assess objectively the relationship between upper and lower level perceptions of parental attitudes on the part of predelinquent boys for the same variables.
Needleman made an attempt of this kind with schizophrenic males but reported little success in evaluating quantitatively the deeper level material elicited by the Thematic Apperception Test.3 Claiborne used the Shoben scale with mothers of delinquents but did not apply a deeper level technique, nor did he test children. Rush used similar techniques to those employed in this study but did not deal with predelinquents as such. He also did did not probe upper-lower-level discrepancies in the same variable, nor did he compare his findings with an independent control sample.
RATIONALE OF METHODS EMPLOYED
Since attitude questionnaires directly inquiring into personal data about the individual have been found most easily susceptible to distortion, a less forthright instrument designated by Campbell .as the "disguised structured" type has been used for upper level or expressed attitudes." Under the cover of some anonymity, the subject is enabled to express attitudes without feeling that he is incrim- inating himself or strongly needing to demonstrate as much conformity as he otherwise might. Nevertheless, he is still under some pressure to show himself in the best possible light, and will substantially present an idealized concept of his attitudes. In other words, this type of instrument tends to elicit stereotyped attitudes rather than those which may typically characterize an individual in his life performances. For the purpose of this investigation, it was therefore assumed that the ChildParent Relationship Scale (see Appendix I) which was used yielded a rather superficial estimate of the subject's basic attitudes regarding his parents. It gave primarily his expressed or more overt attitudes.
The underlying or more firmly imbedded perceptions of the individual are believed to be more directly related to the innersprings of his behavior. Since projective material offers practically no clue, beyond the instructions, as to what is expected from the subject, distortion and camouflage of fundamental attitudes and orientations is kept to a minimum. The subject portrays these as they more truly are. It was therefore assumed that the combination of thematic pictures selected (see Appendix II for description) have revealed his deeper level attitudes. Also, since four of the pictures contain a mother figure, and four contain a father figure, the child has given evidence of his attitudes to each of his parents.
This has meant, in essence, that the data yielded by use of both techniques could provide a differential backdrop against which to examine the subject's reactions and attitudes. An insight in depth could be possible by comparing his responses in terms of their being expressed or more concealable, and underlying or less concealable.
The concept of human development presupposes that the individual strikes a balance between these two fundamental aspects of his behavior, i.e., between the conscious and the unconscious. The nature of this balance should be especially interesting if comparisons are made among the different groups.
Neurotic difficulties, for instance, have often been ascribed to incongruities in behavior arising from conflicting conscious and unconscious strivings. The need ior love and approval can be so great in such individuals that rigidly repressive techniques may be used to prevent the emergence of any socially deviant impulses. Phobias, compulsions and conversion symptoms are among the various means by which the unconscious may make its imperious demands known. Similarly with the psychotic, one finds that the enormous gulf between conscious wishes and unconscious impulses can lead to various forms of pathology.
Obviously, some objective data on the types of balance maintained among the different deviant groups should be of value in understanding them. This study has attempted to find how this balance in one such group, namely, predelinquent boys compares to that of a group of non-predelinquent boys.
BASIC Hypo'THSES Upon a review-of previous study and research in this field, it was hypothesized that predelinquents would expressly state that their mothers, fathers and parents in general were more dominating, more ignoring and less possessive than non-predelinquents. Second, predelinquents would perceive mothers and fathers as more dominating, more ignoring and less possessive than non-predelinquents on a deeper level. Third, predelinquents would significantly differ from non-predelinquents in the discrepancies between expressed and deeper attitudes as follows: (a) predelinquents stating mothers and fathers were possessive would not see them as such on a deeper level, unlike nonpredelinquents who would; (b) predelinquents stating mothers and fathers were ignoring would see them as such on a deeper level, while nonpredelinquents would not. Fourth, no differences would occur for mothers' and fathers' dominating.
PROCEDURE LN COLLECTING ThE DATA

POPULATION
The research population consisted of an experimental group of thirty predelinquent boys and a control group of thirty non-predelinquent boys. Except for four of the predelinquents, who came from similar low socio-economic neighborhoods, all subjects lived in the same under-privileged area in Brooklyn. Once it was established that the delimitations were met, each subject was immediately tested on a serial basis.
The experimental subjects committed a total of 45 offenses which conformed to the criteria stated previously (see Appendix III). Table I groups these offenses according to frequency.
The control children, of course, had never been reported to the police nor otherwise regarded as troublesome. No subject had ever been arrested, detained or institutionalized. In consequence of [Vol. 46 this delimitation, no predelinquent could be assumed to have been traumatized by arrest, court appearance or detention. His attitudes, the parental attitudes and his perception of parental attitudes could not therefore have been in any way affected by such handling or stigmatization which might have resulted therefrom. It should be further noted that the predelinquent was obviously not merely potentially delinquent in an inferred or general sense. He had already given concrete evidence of delinquent tendencies by acting openly against the standards of the community.
In every case, both natural parents were alive and residing at home. This was required to assure that the attitudes tapped by the techniques used could be deemed as really operative in their lives and related to actual personages with whom the subjects were interacting. All families were also required to have lived in this country for at least eight years so as to hold cultural factors relatively comparable. As seen from Table II, the vast majority of families well exceeded this minimum.
The groups were also kept roughly comparable for fathers' occupations, which were chiefly in the skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled categories. Ethnic origin was another variable which proved to be almost equivalent, as can be seen from Table  III .
All subjects were between twelve and sixteen years of age. The mean age of the experimental subjects was 13.03 years; the mean age for controis was 12.98 years. The difference in ages was not significant. In school grades, the mean for the experimentals was 7.5 years, and that for controls was 7.2 years. A minimum I.Q. of 80 was required. The mean I.Q. was 88.6 for experimentals and 90.0 for the controls. The difference was not significant.
Finally, no subject selected had suffered from any serious physical handicap or organic brain condition.
MATERIALS EMPLOYED
Two tests: the Child-Parent Relationship Scale (Appendix I) and projective thematic pictures (Appendix II contains description) were used to determine the attitudes of the subjects. A splithalf reliability coefficient of .80 plus or minus .05 was found for the former. An average reliability coefficient of .74 for the ratings of intensity by two judges was obtained for the latter.
The Child-Parent Relationship Scale measured the more consciously held attitudes regarding The projective thematic pictures test was scored for the same variables as the C-P.R.S., except that the category of parents in general was excluded. Significant differences between the research groups for attitudes were determined statistically. The I test for the difference between means, as developed in small sample theory, was applied when the expressed attitudes, separately considered, or the underlying attitudes, separately considered, were compared between the research groups. When the discrepancies bet%'een the expressed and the deeper level attitudes were compared, however, the "median test", a nonparametric method, was employed.
FINDINGS EXPRESSED ATTITUDES
The Child-Parent Relationship Scale provided data on dominating, possessive and ignoring attitudes of mothers, fathers and parents in general as overtly perceived by sons.
After checking the variances of the distributions-by means of the F test-in each category for homogeneity, the i test for the differences between means was applied. Differences were deemed significant at the five percent level of confidence. The results of the t test are given in Table IV .
Except on the three categories of Dominating Parents, Dominating Mother and Possessive Parents, means were found to be significantly different at the five percent level or better.
The first hypothesis is thus sustained to the extent that predelinquent boys expressly state that fathers are more dominating, parents in general are more ignoring, mothers are more ignoring and fathers are more ignoring than non-predelinquent boys. Contrary to the hypothesis, the findings for possessiveness by mothers and fathers do not merely fail to support the hypothesis but are in the reverse direction for predelinquent boys, since they expressly state that mothers and fathers are more possessive. As for predelinquents expressly stating that mothers are more dominating than non-predelinquents, no support is forthcoming from the data. As hypothesized, predelinquent boys feel on a deeper level that their mothers and fathers are more ignoring and less possessive than non-predelinquent boys do, on the basis of these results. There is no statistical foundation for contending that predelinquent boys perceive their mothers and fathers as more dominating on a deeper level.
DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN EXPRESSED AND UNDER-LYING ATTITUDES
By the "median test", it was possible to ascertain whether there were significant differences between the research groups in the discrepancies between what they would expressly state (C-P.R.S.) and what they would more deeply feel (projective pictures). Differences, here also, were considered as significant at the five percent level of confidence. Table VI gives the results.
In three categories, Possessive Mother, Possessive Father and Ignoring Father, statistically significant differences occurred.
These findings generally sustain the third and fourth hypotheses.
The third hypothesis is upheld inasmuch as predelinquent boys do significantly differ from nonpredelinquent boys in the discrepancies between their expressed attitudes and deeper-level percep- tions of mothers' and fathers' attitudes. More specifically, possessiveness by fathers and mothers is significantly more divergent between overt and underlying levels for predelinquents than for nonpredelinquents. On the other hand, the discrepancy is significantly in the reverse direction for ignoring fathers, with a very faint suggestion that this may be so for mothers. Ignoring fathers are perceived with greater consistency as such on both levels by the predelinquents, as compared to non-predelinquents. The fourth hypothesis is statistically supported although there is a suggestion that it may not be entirely true. Dominating by mothers on the expressed and underlying levels was perceived with the same degree of consistency by both research groups. It is in the perception of fathers that the suggestion (as per a ten percent level of confidence) occurs that predelinquents more consistently find them to be dominating than non-predelinquents.
CONCLUSIONS
The results of this study appear to support strongly the idea that parent-child relationships exert a powerful influence upon the formation of the child's personality and his behavior. Although the basic hypotheses were not upheld entirely, the divergencies are explicable in terms of psychological, psychodynamic and delinquency theory.
The following conclusions seem explicitly warranted in terms of the research samples used in this investigation, the methods employed and their limitations:
1. Attitudes toward parents in general, a concept merging both the mother and father, are less differentiating than the attitudes of children toward the mother and father as individual figures. 2. Predelinquent boys will expressly state, on the Child-Parent Relationship Scale, that they have more dominating fathers, more possessive mothers and fathers, more ignoring mothers, fathers and parents in general; and that their parents embody more undesirable attitudes toward them than will non-predelinquents. 3 . At a deeper level, as measured by projective thematic pictures, predelinquents will perceive their mothers and fathers as less possessive, more ignoring and exhibiting more undesirable attitudes than will non-predelinquent boys.
4. Predelinquents will be less consistent than non-predelinquents in their expressed statement about possessive attitudes of mothers and fathers toward them and their deeper feelings about these attitudes.
5. Predelinquents will show greater consistency than non-predelinquents concerning what they expressly state the ignoring attitudes of mothers and fathers are and what they more deeply perceive them to be.
6. Predelinquents do not appear to differ from non-predelinquents in the consistency of their expressed statements and deeper feelings about the dominating attitudes of mothers and fathers.
It also became evident that the concept of predelinquency, operationally defined as it is in this study, applies to a population of children differentiable in attitudes about parents from a population of more conforming children. Furthermore, the evidence appears to point toward the utility of the attitudinal dimension in differentiating, in a similar manner, particular groups of childrengirls as well as boys-from other groups along the gradient of anti-social activity. For instance, it seemed quite evident from the data that non-predelinquent children will more consistently entertain the conviction that their mothers and fathers are interested in and affectionate toward them (as measured by the possessive variable) than do predelinquent children, at different levels of conscious and unconscious expression. included, whole families could be evaluated with regard to patterns of attitudes, as they are projected by the parents and perceived by the children. The correlation of such data with other social and personal variables should prove quite meaningful to psychologists, psychiatrists, social workers, sociologists, anthropologists and educators. If in addition to the particular attitudes of dominance, possessiveness and ignoring examined in this study, the categories of submissiveness, aggressiveness and withdrawal were included, a more fully rounded picture of parent-child relationships would be provided, with data on behavioral and attitudinal reactions to the attitudes manifested by parents and children toward one another. Finally, the nature of criminogenesis, as must be obvious from what has already been said, could be further investigated by testing several samples along the delinquency-crime continuum. A next logical group for study could consist of children who had been arrested, brought into court and adjudicated as delinquent. At the other extreme, hardened criminals could be selected for study. The testing methods could also be applied to various categories of offenders such as drug-addicts, sexoffenders, fire-setters, burglars and murderers. In this manner, it might be possible to develop incisive, predictive indices for potential delinquents and criminals.
APPENDIX I CIIILD-PARENT RELATIONSHIP SCALE
Below is a list of statements on how boys feel about their parents. Decide whether you strongly agree, mildly agree, mildly disagree or strongly disagree and then circle the letter which best expresses your feelings.
(In the papers as printed and distributed the letters A, B, C, and D were set to the left of each of the 64 statements which follow. To economize on space the letters are omitted below, except that they are set above statement number one.-EDITOR) (The underlying attitudes were ascertained by rating the stories given by the subjects to the projective thematic pictures described below) THEMATIC APPERCEPTION TEsT4 s 5. A middle-aged woman is standing on the threshold of a half-opened door looking into the room. 6BM. A short elderly woman stands with her back turned to a tall young man. The latter is looking downward with a perplexed expression. 12M. A young man is lying on a couch with his eyes closed. Leaning over him is the gaunt form of an elderly man, his hand stretched out above the face of the reclining figure. 18GF. A woman has her hands squeezed around the throat of another woman whom she appears to be pulling backwards across the banister of a stairway. 7GF. An older woman is sitting on a sofa close beside a girl, speaking or reading to her. The-girl who holds a doll in her lap, is looking away. 7BM. A gray-haired man is looking at a younger man who is sullenly staring into space. 
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